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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Sir: 

In an Office Action dated July 14, 2003, the Examiner has set forth a 
restriction requirement under 35 U.S.C. § 121, requiring election of one of the 
following groups for further examination: 

I. Claims 1-9 and 16-21, drawn to a system for treating samples with 
non-laser (excimer) monochromatic light, classified in class 422, subclass 24; 

II. Claims 10-15, drawn to a non-laser (excimer) light source, classified 
in class 313, subclass 35; and 

III. Claims 22-32, drawn to a method for treating samples with non-laser 
(excimer) monochromatic light so as to destroy nucleic acid in microorganisms, 
classified in class 435, subclasses 173.1 and 173.2. 

In response to the restriction requirement, Applicants hereby elect Group I 
for further examination, with traverse. 



Applicants contend that restriction is improper because the search and 
examination of all claims in this application can be made without being a serious 
burden on the Examiner. Moreover, applicants respectfully submit that, at a 
minimum, the subject matter of Groups I and III derive from common subject 
matter, and may be searched and examined without being a serious burden on the 
Examiner. Thus, it is respectfully requested that the restriction requirement be 
withdrawn, and each of Claims 1-32 presently pending in this application be 
examined. 

Applicants specifically reserve the right to pursue all non-elected claims 
through continuations and divisionals, as appropriate. 



Applicants respectfully request prompt examination of the subject ^C/^f| 



application in view of Applicants ' election as set forth herein. 2 3 



Respectfully submitted, 
Date: September 12, 2003 

Basam E. Nabulsi, Reg. No. 31,645 
Attorney for Applicants 
CUMMINGS & LOCKWOOD 
Four Stamford Plaza, P.O. Box 120 
Stamford, CT 06904-0120 
(203)351-4321 
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